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Purpose To outline the process for administering civil money penalties. 

 

 

Civil Money 

Penalties in Lieu of 

Disqualification 

 

Civil money penalties may be imposed in lieu of disqualification in the 

following situations as outlined below.   

 

  

Cases of permanent disqualification as a result of conviction of 

trafficking in food instruments or selling firearms, ammunition, explosives, 

or controlled substances in exchange for food instruments. 

The State WIC office may permit a vendor that would be 

permanently disqualified for this violation in accordance with the 

Nebraska WIC Program Sanction System, to continue to participate 

in the program if the Nebraska WIC Program determines, in its sole 

discretion, that – 

 

 such action would result in inadequate participant assess. 

 

Cases of disqualification as a result of other violations as outlined in 

the Nebraska WIC Retail Vendor Agreement in the Nebraska WIC 

Program Sanction System. 

 

The State WIC Agency may permit a vendor that would be 

disqualified in accordance with the Nebraska WIC Program 

Sanction System, to continue to participate in the program if 

the Nebraska WIC Program determines, in its sole discretion, 

that – 

 

 such action would result in inadequate participant assess. 

 

 

Guidelines For 

Assessing Civil 

Money Penalty 

 

If the Nebraska WIC Program permits a vendor to continue to participate in 

the program in lieu of disqualification, the State WIC Agency shall assess 

the vendor a civil money penalty in an amount determined by the State 

WIC Agency and in accordance with the following criteria. 

 

 The amount of the civil money penalty shall not exceed                                                

    $11,000 for each violation. 

 

 The amount of civil penalties imposed for violations 

investigated as part of a single investigation may not exceed 

$44,000. 
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 If more than one violation is detected during a single                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

investigation, a civil money penalty must be imposed for                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

each violation (up to the $11,000/$44,000 limits). 

 

 If a vendor does not pay, only partially pays, or fails to 

timely pay (includes failure to pay according to an approved 

installment plan) a civil money penalty within thirty (30) 

days of receipt of a notification letter, the State WIC Agency 

will disqualify the vendor for the length of the 

disqualification corresponding to the violation for which the 

civil money penalty was assessed. 

 

 

 

Formula For 

Calculating Civil 

Money Penalty 

 

The formula for calculation of civil money penalties is as follows. 

 

 Determine the vendor’s average monthly redemption 

for the 12 month period ending with the month immediately                                                                                                                                                                                             

preceding the month during which the notice of administrative 

action is dated. 

 

 Multiply average redemption by 10%. 

 

 Multiply result by the number of months for which the vendor 

would have been disqualified.  This is the amount of the civil 

money penalty.  Refer to guidelines above for the maximum 

amount of the civil money penalty. 

 

For a violation that warrants permanent disqualification, the amount of 

the civil money penalty shall be $11,000. 

 

 

Installment Plan 

 

The State agency may allow an installment plan for the collection of civil 

money penalties and fines provided that the installment plan is in 

compliance with Federal and State laws concerning the collection of 

interest on such debts.   
 


